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those of the community.   The Indians who join the campaign now will
be defending the rights of their brethren.   That is the beauty of it.

The Indian community will achieve an undying name for itself if
it succeeds in this selfless task. It will ensure its own happiness and that
of others, and thus win the admiration of all India. We hope, therefore,
that the Indian community will remain steadfast.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 4-7-1908

198.   RHODESIA INDIANS*
A law similar to the one in the Transvaal has been enacted in
Rhodesia. It remains to be seen whether it will receive [Royal]
assent. The chances are that it will not. The South Africa British
Indian Committee has put up a strong fight on the issue. This has been
the subject, too, of Reuter cables. The Rhodesia Indians have acted
wisely in submitting a petition. Since they are scattered all over [the
Colony], they have not been able to do much. Bhimji Nayak appears
to have taken great pains.
There is a point as regards the struggle in Rhodesia that is worth
noting. When the Chartered Company2 in England was approached
by Reuter, its agent replied that there was no intention to insult the
Indians, but that it was necessary to place restrictions on the commu-
nity. The finger-print system would not, however, be adopted. As if
it was only the finger-print system to which exception was taken! What
does it matter if, after imposing slavery on the community in the form
of the law, they do or do not ask for finger-prints? The important thing
is that this law should go, instead of which they want to retain the law
and add that the finger-prints will not be insisted upon. We suggest
to the reader that he should carefully note from this instance the dis-
tinction between the law as such and the [system of] finger-impressions.
We have no hesitation in advising the Rhodesia Indians to give their
finger-impressions if, by doing so, they can have this legislation with-
drawn. The law ineans perpetual slavery. The giving of finger-prints
may be a means of avoiding that enslavement Of course, we do not
suggest that they should offer to give their finger-impressions right away.
They should wait for the reply from England. But we hope that, if
1 Vide also "Rhodesia Indians", pp. 265-6.
2 The British. South Africa Company, which, received its charter in October
1889, administered Rhodesia  till September 1923, when the Colony was formally
annexed to the British Crown.   Cecil Rhodes was general manager and its guiding
spirit;